Decentralized services for public hospital patients: a cost analysis.
Dr. Sharfstein's introduction: In this era of cost containment and fiscal constraint, it is critical to consider alternative methods of delivering public psychiatric care that emphasize decentralized approaches, shortened lengths of stay, and innovative clinical interventions. This month's report dramatically illustrates the cost savings that can be achieved in a decentralized treatment program, particularly costs associated with the judicial process and involuntary commitment. The need for high-quality services at the local level is greater than ever.